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Words as a 
Mosaic
By Sheila Webster

Images of 
Mosaic
By Tracy Krauss,
President
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The word ‘mosaic’ conjures some meaningful and beautiful 
imagery for me. One time stands out in particular. I taught 
Secondary School Visual Arts for more than twenty years. One 
year I invited a mosaic artist from Whitehorse to my classroom 
in Watson Lake, YT for a  week-long intensive workshop. 
Students had to sign up and commit to all-day immersion in 
the medium for the entire week. It was heaven! As we learned 
about proper techniques and a few tricks of the trade, each 
student made several small individual projects. However, the 
crowning achievement was a large mosaic made by the entire 
group	that	would	be	hung	in	the	foyer	of	the	school.	The	final	
product was stunning. It was our rendition of Tom Thomson’s 
‘The Jack Pine’ done in shimmering half-inch iridescent glass 
tiles	imported	from	Italy.	It	was	truly	magnificent	and	hangs	
there to this day, a testament to the students whose names 
grace the attached plaque. 

Mosaics are an ancient and sometimes forgotten art form. In 
essence, they’re made up of tiny individual pieces which, when 
viewed together, create a whole. They can be made purely for 
artistic purposes, like our ‘Jack Pine’, or can be quite functional 
like the trivets, coasters, and garden stones the students also 
made. In some cases, the design must be carefully mapped 
out, taking into consideration the space between each tile. 
Too much space and the image loses detail and may appear 
incoherent and choppy. Even random designs require some 
forethought. The grout can crack if it is spread across too large 
an area. On the other hand, tiles placed too closely prevent the 
grout from getting in between. And smoothing the grout? That 
is its own special skill. Finally, the grout needs to be sealed for 
longevity. In short, there is a fair amount of technique involved. 

I can’t help but see some parallels to our lives as writers. 
Writing takes effort and commitment to put each piece of the 
mosaic—each word, sentence, paragraph, chapter - together to 
create the whole. A quality piece of writing often takes advance 
planning. Even ‘pantsers’—writing without an outline—require 
editing after the fact. Technique is important no matter your 
style, and we can all learn from the experts.  

Each year at Fall Conference, or at other events, we invite 
experts to come and teach us. They offer us their wisdom 
and sometimes a few tricks of the trade which we can apply 
corporately or individually. It’s up to us to take what we learn 
and put it into practice, remembering that every tile has its 
purpose and place within the whole.  

So, too, our organization is itself a mosaic of sorts. Our 
members are individuals, writing in many different genres, for 
different purposes, and at varying degrees of maturity. But 
together, when we support and encourage one another, we 
make up a beautiful mosaic. 

When I think of words as a mosaic, I think of the ancient 
story of the tower of Babel where God confused the 
languages of the citizens of earth and they have strived 
to extinguish each other over differences and silence 
the other voices ever since. Redemption came for this 
scenario	in	Acts,	fifty	days	after	the	celebration	of	the	
Passover when the Holy Spirit swooped through the 
gathered masses and no longer was there no clarity or 
understanding—each understood the Word in their own 
language.

To me that is what this issue was supposed to be, a large 
gathering of forgotten genres, tips, ideas and writing 
encouragement. Technology, Covid, lack of communication 
etc. have taken a toll on submissions or queries to 
FellowScript.

I believe FellowScript readers and writers will once 
again arise and take up the challenges and opportunities 
presented to them and reach out beyond their shuttered 
views of their own purposes or talent.

My own writing life has been a mosaic of genres over 
the	years,	but	it	comes	together	in	a	unified	suite	of	
encouragement to readers to persevere in all their 
challenges of life no matter how sad or shameful.

There would be nothing of note to write about if there 
wasn’t	a	conflict,	a	crisis,	a	catharsis.	I	challenge	you	to	
write your best words in the days to come as they will be 
short.

Next issue a long-anticipated goal of mine will become 
reality and so it is once again time to step aside and let 
newness refresh you as Christian writers. Ever since 
Inscribe went Canada wide I have dreamed and thought of 
a day we would have an Editor in Chief from the eastern 
part of Canada.

Stephanie Nickel is debuting alongside our team in this 
issue and will lead forth from now on. She comes with a 
unique blend of gifts, experiences and vision that I am sure 
we will await with bated breath.

Blessings on all as we move forward.



3

FellowScript welcomes photos from InScribe members. 
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Give EVERYTHING to God
By Marianne Curtis
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As I am writing this, I am confident the 
editors of this magazine are wondering 
if I will even turn anything in, but true to 
form with the way I produce anything, 
I gave it to God. This is what He said to 
me: "Wait for the Lord; be strong and 
take heart and wait for the Lord." Psalm 
27:14.  

When I started my little publishing house 
in 2014, I had no clue what I was doing. 
I wrote a very personal memoir called 
“Finding Gloria” and ego kept me from 
sending it to a traditional publisher. 
Turning to the internet, I learned about 
self publishing, and step by step I 
designed, created, and published my first 
book. It became a local bestseller and 
did well on Amazon due to my marketing 
plan which consisted mostly of social 
media, using my local newspaper 
contacts, and giving away thousands of 
free copies.  

My success brought authors to my door, 
and soon I was doing work for others 
while charging significantly less than 
most. Now I have a portfolio of over 
50 published books for over two dozen 
authors in Canada and the US. Most 
recently, I got my own imprint number 
with ISBN Canada. By jumping in head 
first I learned the hard way and I learned 
from many failures, but I had even more 
successes.  

About two years ago, I gave my life and 
business to God. I learned by putting 
Him first in everything we do including 
praying before writing this column, 
He steps in and the process becomes 
effortless. Working hand in hand with 
The Lord is the key to my current 
growing success.  

Now when vetting authors, I discern 
their motives in publishing. Is it Holy-
Spirit inspired? Will it positively inspire 
people? Is it God breathed? If it is, then 
I pray about it, and I ask God to show 
me the pieces. Pretty soon, I will have a 
design idea, a cover image, and even a 
marketing plan. 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters,” Colossians 3:23 

So how does this translate to real life?  

I was recently handed a project I know 
was Holy Spirit inspired. I have never seen 
anything like this book. It is full of ciphers 
and puzzles that draw the reader to 
explore the Bible! I almost did not accept 
it, but The Lord said “wait and listen”. I 
started praying, asking for a vision.  

While in prayer, I grabbed a notepad and 
just started writing. When I was done, 
not only was there a complete marketing 
plan, but The Lord showed me what I 
would be doing with the royalties. I kept 
hearing “manna”. Still skeptical, I argued 
with God and He took away my excuses 
using so many ways I could not doubt that 
this was God’s plan, NOT mine.  

 “So Gideon said to Him, “If now I have 
found favor in Your sight, then show me 
a sign that it is You who speak with me,” 
Judges 6:17 

Every. Single. Step. Of this project has been 
walked through hand in hand with God. 
Whenever I went off track, I hit a wall. I had 
to return to HIS plan.  

I challenge you, as believers, to look back 
throughout the course of your careers, 
search your hearts and ask yourself this 
question: Was this project His Will or my 
Will? Once you have that answer, then ask: 
What blessings came of this? What sorrow? 
If you allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your 
soul, you will gain greater knowledge into 
why your projects succeeded and failed. He 
will also tell you how you could have done 
things differently, and what to do next. So 
stop listening to the public, or people who 
have never published a book before, and turn 
to the Ultimate Creator of EVERYTHING! Our 
God, Our Father.  

Let God inspire your marketing plan!  
 “But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33 

 

For the past 24 years, Marianne 
Curtis has freelanced as 
lead writer for The Dawson 
Trail Dispatch, a monthly 
Manitoba newspaper. She 
owns and operates Oak Island 
Publications, a small publishing 
house where she has published 
six books for herself, and over 
fifty for other authors. Her 
books include Finding Gloria, 
A Discreet Betrayal, Rae of 
Hope: Stories from Survivors 
of Bullying and Moondust and 
Madness: A Collection of Poetry.  
www.oakislandpublications.
com 



By Carol Ford

 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety 
of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another...
Do it with all the strength and energy that God 
supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to 
God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him 
forever and ever!
1 Peter 4:10-11 (NLT)

Have you ever considered writing and publishing 
a book with other like-minded writers? I am one of 
five	writers	who	co-authored	a	devotional.	Shortly,	
after	the	five	of	us	formed	a	local	writers’	group,	it	
was suggested that it would be fun to do a project 
together. Since we were excited about the idea of 
writers’	groups,	and	the	benefit	it	had	given	each	of	
us, we considered writing a devotional for writers and 
speakers. Several months later, one writer in our group 
acted on this idea. She asked the rest of us to join her. 

Approximately a year later we had 90 devotions 
written, editing done, and a name for our book1. We 
had also collected a few endorsements from beta 
readers. Next, we prepared a 34-page book proposal. 
Using the Christian Writer’s Market Guide2 we 
identified	publishers	who	accepted	devotionals	and	
simultaneous submissions. We sent out 30 emails, and 
were careful to follow the criteria for submissions found 
on the websites. At each step in this journey, prayer not 
only kept us dependent on God, but knit us together 
as one. However, this short paragraph can’t begin to 
capture the hours of work and negotiation that were 
needed to be successful. What I can tell you is that 
after being together now for over eight years, we have 
forged lifetime friendships.

Our email submissions for publishing had several 
rejection responses. However, a couple of self- 
publishing groups, and also Judson Press, an 
established publisher in Pennsylvania, showed 
interest.

When the Judson Press editor contacted us to say she 
was going to take our book to her team, we happened 
to be meeting as a group on a different day than usual. 
We rejoiced in God’s timing and felt His blessing on the 
project. When the book was accepted by the publisher, 
once again, we were together for our monthly meeting. 
Such	confirmation!

It took eighteen months until our book was ready 
for market. We thought this was a very long wait 
period, but it took that long to do the back-and-forth 
requirements,	especially	because	it	involved	five	
writers.

1 As the Ink Flows: A Devotions to Inspire Christian 
Writers & Speakers
2 https://www.amazon.ca/Christian-Writers-Market-
Guide-Comprehensive/dp/1621841308/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32Y2K5
2EXAO96&dchild=1&keywords=christian+writers+market+guid
e&qid=1610918024&sprefix=christian+writers+%2Caps%2C187
&sr=8-1

Through this whole process we remained friends. We all 
accepted feedback, prayed together, and collaborated on 
each important step. Our different gifts, personalities, and 
skill sets were important. Glenda, a go-for-it type of person, 
is a humourous and delightful writer; Mel has the knack of 
marketing, especially online, as well as social media and 
branding; Claudia keeps us focused on prayer and reverence; 
Marguerite contributes a sharp eye for detail and shares her 
editing skills; and I tend to be the organizer and administration 
arm.

I’ll share here that writing a co-authored book was the easiest 
part of the process! Contracts, compliance, marketing, and 
other	activities	and	events,	took	significant	time	and	work.
Questions for your group to consider before you begin:
• Why do we want to write a book as a group?
• Why have we chosen this topic?
• How much are we prepared to spend?
• Why would people buy/read our book?
• What will set our book apart from others on the   
market?
• Who will commit to the following tasks: coordinating 
the whole project, writing, editing, doing administrative tasks, 
keeping tabs on costs, putting together the marketing plan, 
emailing publishers, sharing on social networks, advising on 
technology, etc.?

Pros to co-authoring Cons to co-authoring

+Variety in content -Takes longer for each step of  
     the process
+Sharing the work -Authors all need technical  
    skills to work with publishers
+Authors bring different  -Interest and ability of the
skills     authors to support the project  
    may change over time 
+Larger network for         -Sustaining the marketing    
marketing	 	 		expectations	is	difficult	

+Friendship and prayer  -Authors all need to have 
support    viable websites

+Shared expenses -Requires sharing revenue/ 
    royalties 

Carol Ford is a published author and 
speaker. Carol has several years 
experience as an adult instructor with 
Seneca College and Bombardier 
Aerospace.  She currently shares her 
Christian faith in her writing and speaking. 
Two of her short stories have been 
published in the Hot Apple Cider series 
- My Mother’s Gift and My Forever Home 
1948 and she is a co-author of As the 
Ink Flows: Devotions to Inspire Christian 
Writers & Speakers.
Carol speaks on the topic of her adoption 
and birth family reunion, and shares God’s 
blessings and protection throughout her 
life. 
https://carolfordassociates.wordpress.
com/
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By Hanna Lenz

Do you still judge comma 
placement by where you think 
you should take a breath? This 
tactic will only result in half of 
writers using no commas, and 
the other half using far too many! 
Let me share another helpful tip 
to demystify comma usage (and 
hopefully have us all breathing 
regularly without second-guessing 
ourselves). 

To start, there is a fun and useful 
acronym to learn: FANBOYS. 
These	fanboys	won’t	flood	your	
mail box with letters, but they 
will help to inform where you 
place your commas. The letters 
in this acronym stand for these 
words respectively: for, and, 
nor, but, or, yet and so.  These 
words are called coordinating 
conjunctions because they join two 
grammatically similar elements 
(for example, two nouns, verbs, or 
independent clauses). 

What do these coordinating 
conjunctions have to do with 
commas? I am glad you asked. 
The basic rule is that you use 
a comma with a coordinating 
conjunction when it joins two or 
more independent clauses. Let’s 
look at an example. 
Independent clause 1: I like to 
travel.
Independent clause 2: My brother 
likes to stay at home.

While both of these are 
independent clauses, and 
therefore complete sentences on 
their own, they are also closely 
related thematically and can be 
joined together into what is called 
a compound sentence using a 
coordinating conjunction. Because 
they are independent clauses, we 
will also use a comma before the 
conjunction. 

Compound sentence: I like to travel, 
but my brother likes to stay at home.
Without the comma, this example 
is technically a run-on sentence. 
Without the conjunction, this 
example is called a comma splice. 
Both run-ons and comma splices are 
incorrect. Some people think run-on 
sentences must be long, but that is 
not the case. There can be short run-
on sentences when the necessary 
punctuation is not present.
Run-on (incorrect): I like to travel but 
my brother likes to stay at home.
Comma splice (incorrect):  I like to 
travel, my brother likes to stay at 
home. 

Note that this rule is for when a 
coordinating conjunction joins two 
independent clauses. A comma 
is not needed with coordinating 
conjunctions join two subjects to the 
same verb or two verbs to the same 
subject within the same independent 
clause. For example:
Two subjects with one verb: My 
brother and I like to travel.  
Two verbs to the same subject: I 
walked and ran to get to the airport. 
If following these rules does not 
come easily to you, I would highly 
recommend seeking some self-
correcting exercises online for 
identifying run-ons and comma 
splices.  
 

Hannah Lenz is an English Language Instructor and full-time mother to 
two wonderful babies. In her spare time, she likes to read, write, paint, and 
chase beauty. https://www.facebook.com/hannalenzart

The basic rule is that you use a comma 
with a coordinating conjunction when it 
joins two or more independent clauses.
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Facing Questions
 By Lorilee Guenter

The	first	step	on	many	creative	journeys	is	questioning.	This	
can	take	many	forms	that	fall	into	the	five	basic	questions	
discussed in school: who, what, where, when, and why. 
Each one of us will answer these differently based on our 
areas of interest. I have asked and am still asking many such 
questions. 

My journey began with and continues to be surrounded by 
questions. Those that send me researching and studying are 
helpful as I endeavour to move forward as are those that help 
find	a	focus.	What	story	do	I	want	to	tell?	Which	of	the	many,	
or few, areas of curiosity should I pursue? How will I share the 
story? Sharing our learning and ideas can take many forms, 
including	essay,	fiction,	visual	and	performance	art,	and	many	
others depending on the creator's choice and skill set. Is it 
just intended for a small group close to the author or artist, or 
will it be shared to a wider audience?  

Other questions paralyze me in fear and doubt instead of 
moving me to take a step and try something. Some of these 
questions have included: What am I doing writing? Why would 
anyone want to read my work? How do my various interests 
fit	together?	Asked	in	the	right	context	these	may	be	helpful.		

However, for me, they become excuses for inaction under 
the pretense of asking good questions, but with practice I am 
learning to recognize these and stop them from taking hold. 
The most current question, that had the potential to freeze 
my	fingers	on	the	keyboard,	is	"What	am	I	doing	writing	for	a	
magazine?"	The	simple	answer	is:	I	was	asked	to	share	my	
journey so far, in hopes of encouraging others. This journey is 
still in its early stages. I expect we each have some questions 
that stall us. 

My	focus	would	not	be	defined	as	small.	Because	I	enjoy	
many art forms and am curious about everything, an 
overarching	question	has	been	how	to	fit	it	all	together.	Throw	

in the fact that my schooling is based around numbers and 
equations instead of words and images and you get the 
paralyzing possibility of confusion. And paralyze it has for 
weeks and months, even years at a time. Yet a spark of an 
idea has always brought me back to take the next cautious 
step.	The	answer	to	the	question	"why"	keeps	me	from	
stopping altogether during these times. Why do I create? I 
create because God placed a desire within me, within us, to 
be used for His glory. Therefore, I write stories, poems, and 
essays. Therefore, I paint and draw the ideas that bubble up 
within me.  

What is the next step? That question can haunt us or it can 
motivate us to move one step forward. I envy those who 
have a clear idea of the path in front of them. My creative 
journey feels more like that of Abram's when God told him: 
"Go	to	the	place	I	will	show	you."	(Genesis	12:1).	I	know	from	
conversations that others feel the same about their creative 
journey. As we follow the promptings and nudges, we will 
continue	to	return	to	one	question:	"What	now	Lord?"	

 I am learning that the questions don't disappear, but they 
change. The answer to why remains the same, as does one 
question:	"What	next?"	

Lorilee Guenter is a writer 
and artist living in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. She finds 
herself wondering how a 
math nerd ended up working 
with words and paint. It's just 
one more plot twist in the 
story of her life.

The first step on many creative journeys is questioning. This can 
take many forms that fall into the five basic questions discussed 
in school: what, where, when, why, and how. Each one of us will 
answer these differently based on our areas of interest.
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Explore. Dream. Discover 

By Tandy Balson
"Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't do 
than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. 

Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover."
Attributed to Mark Twain

My goal for this column is to 
share my journey and the lessons 
learned, with the hope it will 
enable you to explore the gift of 
writing, reach for your dreams and 
discover ways to share with those 
who need to hear or read your 
words. 

A few years ago, I had the 
opportunity to participate in 
an exciting new initiative. 
This groundbreaking project 
called Voice and Vision, was a 
collaboration of twelve writers and 
twelve artists.  

The writers were instructed to 
create a maximum 250-word 
piece. It could be prose or poetry. 
The only limitations were the word 
count and family friendly content.  

The artists were given size 
guidelines and could work in any 
media. The pieces submitted 
the	first	year	included	paintings,	
sculpture, and pottery.  

Both artists and writers brought 
their	initial	pieces	to	the	first	
project meeting. Although I knew 
the writers involved, I’d only met 
two of the artists before. After 
introducing myself to a few of 
them, who looked as nervous as I 
felt, I took my seat in the circle of 
creatives. 

Each person, in turn, told a little 
about themselves. The writers 
shared their writing and the 
artists showed and talked about 
their art. I looked at the variety of 
artwork and wondered which one 
I’d be matched with. I was used 
to	finding	my	own	inspiration	and	
crafting something that would do 
justice to the inspiration of another 
was a frightening thought. 

Partnerships were formed through a 
blind draw. After brief conversations 
with our partners, and an exchange of 
contact information, we were given a 
timeline and sent on our way. 

In the following months, the artists 
created works of visual art, inspired 
by the writers’ initial pieces and the 
writers wrote pieces in response to their 
partners’ artwork.  

The piece of artwork I was to work with 
was an abstract in shades of black, 
grey, and white with some dried leaves 
scattered near the bottom. I had no idea 
what I could possibly write and was 
grateful the response wasn’t due for 
three months. 

Two months later my brother came to 
visit and I showed him the painting I was 
struggling to write about. Dave took one 
look and said, “I’d call it Ripples of Life.”  
His title sparked my imagination and I 
used it to create a response piece both 
the artist and I were happy with.  

The Voice and Vision Collaboration 
pieces were unveiled at an event at our 
public library and were left on display 
there for a month.  The project was a 
success and plans were made to repeat 
it the next year.  

In year three, the painting I was 
matched with gave me inspiration to 
write a tribute to my brother, who had 
just	passed	away.	It	was	fitting	Dave	
helped	me	start	on	my	first	response	
piece and I could use this one to honour 
him. Dave’s Dragon was read at his 
memorial service and impacted many. I 
know without a doubt this piece would 
not have been written without my 
involvement in Voice and Vision. 
Tandy Balson is a wife, mother, 
grandmother, friend, volunteer and 
observer of life.  She and her husband 
have recently downsized and she is 
using the new found freedom to explore 

creative pursuits while awaiting the day 
they can load up the RV and hit the 
road.
To	date,	there	have	been	five	of	these	
annual events. The sixth will start soon. I 
continue to be involved. Each year I am 
forced to face my doubts and overcome 
them. This exploration has enriched my 
writing and my life.   

Tandy Balson is a wife, mother, 
grandmother, friend, volunteer and 
observer of life.  She and her husband 
have recently downsized and she is 
using the new found freedom to explore 
creative pursuits while awaiting the day 
they can load up the RV and hit the 
road. 
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A note from the page editor:
On choosing poems for this issue, one of the "Clouds" poems seemed like a perfect choice for the lengthening days 
of spring. When another poem about clouds, even titled "Clouds," was submittmed, I wondered, should I use them 
both. I decided, why not? They're a perfect example of two poets' viewpoints. What would we find in a poem about 
clouds if you wrote one?
-Violet Nesdoly

Clouds
by Irene Lo Scerbo

~ drift ~
across my sky
like popcorn

spilled out fresh and white
I thirst

after clouds

~ cuddle ~
dreams and guard

them safely
for me day and night

I peek
between clouds

~ wrap ~
my sky in Hope's
warmest	fleece

Clouds

cloud chariots, carefree
 moody, unapproachable transport carriers
 borrow from Marina to give to Terri
 makers of shade and deluge
 burdens on broad bent backs
  benevolent, malevolent
curly headded Cirrus, regal and aloof
	 playful,	fleeing	mortal	contact
 in stately waltz, willowy, billowy
nimble Nimbus with black belly
 bent and blazing, obstructing solar contact
 silent into oppression and bursts of rage
leaky roofed canopy, torrential and terrifying
 angry cry-baby retaliation
 on the just and the unjust
Strato and Cumulo
 tourist acrobats magicians fairies
  wave red from western horizon
God makes the clouds his servants
 his messengers, his chariots

Combined the psalmist and meteorology. See Psalm 
104

By Alvin Ens
Previously published in A Kingdom Kite (2008)

I am a Contradiction

I am a contradiction
A paradox absurd,
Obsessed to write what's in my 
head
Yet	fight	to	find	the	words.

I share my heart, cracked open
Vulnerability,
Yet hide in battered armour when
Critiques belittle me

I search for proper vision
Creative eyes to see,
Yet without God my eyes are blind
No hope of clarity.

I live my life in chronos
The here, the now, this world,
Yet know the joys of kairos time
God's Wind in me unfurled.

By Connie Inglis
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I am a writer and I live with a disability. COVID-19 has altered 
my life, but not in the way you might think. 
           
I	am	one	of	the	lucky	ones	because,	at	first	glance,	I	seem	
to	fit	with	the	rest	of	society,	who	are	often	called	temporarily	
able-bodied (TAB), but in fact, many basic things are hard     
for me.  
          
All of this was in my mind while applying for a graduate 
creative writing degree. I soon learned that most of these 
programs require full residency. Meaning I had to attend 
every class, every meeting, and every tutorial. To miss even 
a few could affect my grade or even my ability to pass. 
School after school told me that remote learning was not 
possible. Eventually, I enrolled in a program, unsure whether 
I’d be able to attend, but I needed to try. Then COVID-19 
came to Canada, and everything changed. The transition 
was not easy, and online classes do not work for everyone. 
However, in-person classes were not working for everyone 
either. COVID-19 changes what we collectively assumed was 
possible, and for me it meant that my degree was strangely 
more accessible. 
            
Creativity and adaptation in the face of limitation will be 
familiar territory to all of us who write, and it is also familiar 
to the disabled community. Sadly, the wider community’s 
reluctance or genuine inability to adapt is also something the 
disabled know well. COVID-19 proved that it was possible to 
attend my classes on Zoom; it was just too much work to do 
for one student. This observation does not come from anger. 
As one student, I would never expect to be a strong enough 
push. What I do mean to say is that the push of mandatory 
lockdown proved that work and study might be possible 
in ways we have never considered before. The seeming 
impossibility of online study in Creative Writing turned out to be 
a question of need, resources, and adaptation. It was not an 
easy ask of educators and workers, but social distancing has 
opened new possibilities and normalized different modes of 
being “productive” in the world. Those who write are uniquely 
positioned to expand the options of working from home and 
encourage radical inclusion. It will be all too easy to forget the 
story of this creative adaptation if things open up again, and 
we must not forget. 
           
Living with a disability can be a private agony, but it need not 
be a public crisis. Scholars like Rosemarie Garland-Thomson 
argue that disability is not only a natural part of the human 
experience but that it is a valuable and irreplaceable one 
in our communities. “Our dominant understanding is that 
disability is something to be avoided and that the world would 
be a better place if disability could be eliminated,” she writes, 
acknowledging that it can be a place of pain, limitation, and 
stigma (340). There is another side, however, and Garland-
Thomson suggests we consider disability conservation rather 
than elimination. “The idea of preserving intact, keeping 

alive,	and	even	encouraging	to	flourish	denoted	by	conserve	
suggests that the characteristics, the ways of being in the 
world that we think of as disabilities would under such a 
definition	be	understood	as	benefits	rather	than	deficits”	
(Garland-Thomson 341). As writers, we get to participate in 
conservation and inclusion. COVID-19 has normalized remote 
work and study, but our own work must carry on that process 
so it is not forgotten. Not only must our work incorporate a 
mosaic of voices, but, as writers, we are diverse, and the act 
of writing in itself can be inclusive and invitational to others.
The limitation and uncertainty felt sharply by Canadians in 
this pandemic are what advocate Susan Wendell calls the 
“affective terrain that many disabled people know intimately” 
(quoted by Julia Watts Belser). Among other groups who 
face daily challenges, the disabled community has “honed 
critical skills for living with precarity,” and these skills will prove 
“crucial knowledge for navigating” the coming years (Belser). 
Traditional wisdom tells us that hope requires agency over 
our circumstances, but this is not the case for the disabled 
community, and it will not be the case for our collective future. 
            
Scientists acknowledge that the degradation of our planet 
revealed in climate change is past the point of restoration. 
There will be severe consequences in our future, and 
humanity must learn to adapt. Disability is often a life-long 
experience, and hope looks like adapting and thriving amidst 
the	difficulties	rather	than	removing	them.	This	is	how	we	
must all approach the future, and as COVID-19 suggests new 
possibilities for inclusion, we must remember that inclusion 
goes both ways. When a mosaic of voices is represented, we 
learn how to practice adaptive hope from those who already 
do	it.	The	whole	community	wins	when	different	voices	find	
a place to belong there. Consider how your own work could 
expand the mosaic of voices and push the boundaries of 
possibility in inclusion. It might even look like just starting to 
write if you haven’t done so, or it might look like telling the 
stories from the margins of your social sphere. The point is, 
it will look different for all of us, but we must each pursue it 
for the sake of our communities and maybe for the sake of 
ourselves.
____________________
Belser, Julia Watts. “Disability, Climate Change, and 
Environmental Violence: The Politics of Invisibility and the 
Horizon of Hope.” Disability Studies Quarterly, vol. 40, no. 4, 
2020.
Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie. “The Case for Conserving 
Disability.” Bioethical Inquiry, 2012.
 
Emily Duffield is a student at the University of Regina, 
pursuing an MA in English and Creative Writing.

Dedicated to Bobbi Junior
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What stops you from writing? Is lack 
of skill your reason? Is lack of time 
your excuse? Or is it the fear that 
people won’t read what you write? It’s 
common for writers to worry that others 
won’t read their writing. Writers often 
agonize over whether their writing 
is worthy of being read. So, is there 
any point to writing if no one reads it? 
I believe there is, and here are four 
reasons why. 

Writing can be an act of worship. 

God himself fashioned us, His 
creation, out of lumps of clay. We are 
His handiwork and we are but dust. He 
knows what humans are capable of—
nothing surprises Him. Yet, our humble 
acts of worship are still pleasing to 
Him, the author of the universe. While 
we consider them masterpieces, God 
isn’t in awe of Van Gogh’s Starry Night 
or wowed by Chihuly’s grandiose glass 
instillations. His delight is in hearts 
bent towards Him in worship and 
surrender. Writing can be an act of 
worship—a time of prayer and praise, 
rejoicing in what God is working in 
and through us—regardless of the 
outcome. 

 
Writing is an act of creativity, which 
brings joy and satisfaction. 

Pursuing a creative hobby is life-
giving, whether you plan to display 
the	final	outcome	or	not.	Would	you	
take a pottery or painting class only 
to	be	disappointed	if	your	finished	
works weren’t showcased in a swanky 
art shop? It feels good to create 
something out of nothing—a functional 
bowl out of a lump of clay; a beautiful 
painting from a blank canvas; an 
inspiring short story or devotional out 
of a pen and paper. Even if you’re 
serious about writing, it’s okay to think 
of it as a hobby. There’s no pressure to 
perform; no need to be perfect. You’ll 

simply feel joy from the creative act 
itself. 

 
Writing can help bring mental and 
emotional clarity and healing. 

Many a memoir has been birthed from 
the journals of men and women trying to 
make sense of their lives, while others 
channel their angst into poetry.  Look to 
the Psalms to see its authors pouring 
out their hearts not only in thanksgiving 
and joy, but in sorrow, lament, and grief 
as well. Writing can be deeply cathartic. 
Psychologist Dr. James Pennebaker 
has studied the therapeutic effects of 
writing for decades and concludes that 
intentionally	writing	about	one’s	difficult	
life	experiences	helps	most	people	find	
healing and peace.  

 
Writing develops our God given gifts. 
And He calls us to steward the gifts 
He’s given us. 

An infant doesn’t begin by walking 
perfectly, and yet her parents still praise 
her for taking a few wobbly steps before 
tumbling	to	the	ground.	When	a	five-
year old draws a picture of his family, 
his parents applaud his effort and hang 
it up on the fridge. When you step out in 
faith to develop the creative gifts you’ve 
been given, your Heavenly Father is 
pleased. 2 Timothy 1:6 says, “…fan into 
flame	the	gift	of	God…”	Paul	was	talking	
to Timothy about his salvation in this 
passage, but I’d argue that we are called 
to	fan	into	flame	all	the	gifts	God	has	
given us, including the gift of creativity.  

Do you feel a compelled to write? If 
so, step out in faith and trust that your 
writing can be an instrument of worship 
and praise. Step into joy as you create 
something from nothing. Step into 
healing and peace as you explore your 
life experiences. Step out in boldness, 
fanning	into	flame	the	creative	gift	God	
has given to you. Don’t allow the “what 

if” of readers stop you from stepping into 
your creative gift of writing.  

Caran Jantzen is the award-winning 
author of her 2019 book, Grow. Cook. Eat. 
Share. A Memoir. She and her family live 
in Southwestern BC, where she enjoys 
gardening, cooking, beachcombing, and 
reading while cuddling her cat, Nugget. 
She is also a Life and Enneagram Coach 
and empowers women and men, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to walk in 
confidence	and	freedom	as	they	discover	
their worth and identity in Christ. Learn more 
about Caran and her coaching services at 
transformyourstory.ca.

Should I Write if No One Will Read It?
By Caran Jantzen

Writing can be an 
act of worship—a 
time of prayer and 
praise, rejoicing 
in what God is 
working in and 
through us—
regardless of the 
outcome. 
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By Allison Lynn

Last summer, I found myself with a 
lot of time at home. I know I’m not 
alone in this!  

As full-time Christian musicians, 
my husband, Gerald, and I usually 
spend our year travelling the 
country, performing concerts and 
leading worship at churches of 
all denominations. The pandemic 
restrictions put all of that to a halt.  

I always said I’d write more if I had 
the time. Well, now I had no excuse! 

I decided the best way to kickstart 
my efforts was with a self-
organized, at-home solo writing 
retreat. I picked an empty week on 
the calendar and blocked it off. 

Each day that week, I wrote. I like 
a late day, so I started at 11:00 
a.m. and wrote until 6:30 p.m. I 
took a break for lunch and a short 
afternoon walk. I had a loose 
agenda - some prompts, some 
exercises, and a few ideas for future 
projects. 

Mostly, I wanted to just write, 
stretch my muscles, and experience 
the decadent pleasure of all day 
creativity.  

By the end of the week, I’d 
completed several exercises, 
written two blog posts, and had a 
wealth of brainstorming. 

Since then, I’ve “hosted” two such 
retreats for myself, with another 
already on the books. 

Here are my tips for creating your 
own solo writing retreat:  

1. Block Off The Time 

This one is critical! Choose a week 
that is already clear and keep it 

that way. If you can’t do a whole week, 
choose a weekend. The idea is to write all 
day for several consecutive days. Don’t let 
anyone pull you into a meeting or a Zoom 
call. This is your week. Fight to keep it that 
way. 

2. Take Care of Errands in Advance 

Isn’t it amazing how, whenever we sit 
down to write, the laundry becomes 
so	important?	“I	can’t	finish	my	book!	I	
need to put in a load of whites!” Steven 
Pressfield	calls	this	“Resistance”	-	those	
things we let distract us from the creative 
work at hand. As you prepare for your 
retreat, make sure all errands are done. 
Do the laundry. Stock up on groceries. Pay 
any bills due that week. Don’t give yourself 
excuses to get distracted. 

3. Prepare Your Space 

Hopefully, you already have a private, 
dedicated writing space. If not, now is 
your time to claim one. Choose a space 
where you can close the door and leave 
your stuff spread out. Grab a comfy chair, 
a reading lamp, and a cozy cardigan for 
winter writing. Gather all your favourite 
tools - laptop, journal, markers, sticky 
notes - to keep your hands on the page.  

4. Plan Breaks and Snacks 

All day writing takes lots of energy! Plan 
a quick afternoon stroll or stretch. Have 
prepared snacks in the fridge. (Personally, 
I also like a jar of candy on my desk for a 
sweet reward!) Choose a beloved mug. 
Stock up on your favourite caffeine. Do 
the things that will keep you relaxed and 
energized.  

5. Enlist an Accountability Partner 

An accountability partner is a trusted friend 
who makes sure you actually complete 
your retreat! Ask them to pray for you, and 
to check in with you at the end to see how 
it went. If they are also a writer, you may 

share your writing with them, but this should 
be optional. 

 6. Pray 

This one sounds obvious, but how many of us 
dive into the page before we even remember 
to lift that page up to God? I start praying the 
moment I lock my retreat into my calendar. At 
11:00 a.m. each day, I open with a prayer and 
a short devotional. At 6:30 p.m., I lift a prayer 
of gratitude for the creativity and efforts of the 
day. 

7. WRITE! WRITE! WRITE! 

You’ve cleared your week, prepared your 
space, grabbed your snacks and now, the 
moment of truth! It’s time to get words on the 
page. Some writers are inspired by the blank 
page. If so, go for it! I personally need a bit 
of	structure	to	get	the	words	flowing.	There	
are countless books of writing prompts and 
exercises. Two of my favourites are Natalie 
Goldberg’s Wild Mind and Sue C. Smith’s 
Every Hallelujah.  

A final note: the point of your solo writing 
retreat isn’t necessarily to complete the next 
great novel. It’s simply to write. Write lots. 
Write good stuff. Write bad stuff. Don’t judge 
it. Just write, and let the Spirit flow through 
you. That alone is time well spent.  



By Sally Meadows

After years working in the sciences, Sally 
Meadows has risen up to who God has truly 
called her to be, in Christ, through the arts—
writing, making music, doing photography, 
and crafting. Connect with Sally at https://
sallymeadows.com; https://facebook.com/
SallyMeadowsMusic; https://instagram.
com/sallymeadowsmusic; and https://
instagram.com/prairiegirlgoescoastal. 
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You might think it odd that 
someone who recently moved 
from the wide open spaces of the 
Prairies to the east coast would 
name her new column “Wide Open 
Spaces.” In fact, I chose the name 
as a nod to my Scripture verse 
for 2021, which came across my 
radar while doing an online Bible 
study. 

It was The Message version 
of	Romans	5:2—modified	to	
personalize it—that has made my 
heart leap:  

“I	find	myself	standing	where	I	
always hoped I would stand—out 
in the wide open spaces of God’s 
grace and glory, standing tall and 
shouting my praise.” 

For the last three years, through 
various circumstances beyond my 
control, my life has felt enclosed 
and limited. My spiritual life 
has mirrored this desert place, 
seemingly devoid of joy and fruit. 

Yet I long to live my life in Christ 
as fully as possible. This Scripture 
has given me renewed incentive, 
direction, and hope. 

Standing in the wide open spaces 
of God’s grace, I can risk trying 
something new. I can make 
mistakes, even fail, because I 
have	God’s	infinite	grace	to	keep	
me standing tall. 

Keeping my eyes on the Lord and 
off myself, frees me to stand tall in 
that wide open space of His glory, 
shouting my praise to the One 
True God. 

I would love you to embrace this 
too. Picture yourself standing tall 
in a wide open space. Lift your 
arms in praise to the Lord. Ask 
Him how to expand your horizons, 
personally and vocationally, to 

His glory. Meditate on this Word. 
Pray Brainstorm. Pray some more. 
Unleash your creativity. Be bold and 
take a risk. Because, like me, you 
can make that choice to stand in the 
wide-open spaces of God’s grace 
and glory. 

Here are some ideas to spur you on: 

1. Dig deep into your resources. 
You have strengths, interests, 
and ways of doing things that are 
unique to you. How can you bring 
these elements more fully into your 
communications with the world? 
I used to do science shows and 
workshops for kids. I’ve incorporated 
these materials and techniques into 
my author readings through hands-
on science activities and visuals that 
complement my middle years’ books 
When Crocodiles Cry and When 
Sleeping Birds Fly. My love of birding 
made its way into my picture book 
The Underdog Duckling, giving it a 
layer of richness it otherwise wouldn’t 
have had. 

2. Dream big, get innovative, and 
ditch the fear. 
I praise God He’s given me the gift 
of writing music and singing. But I’ve 
never really enjoyed playing music 
for a live audience, despite being 
a worship leader for years and a 
national award-nominated songwriter. 
Ah, but there’s the Internet…a 
massively huge open space. Last 
December	I	posted	my	first	new	
music in three years—a video I 
recorded at home—which got over 
10,000 views on Facebook. When I 
stand tall and shout (sing) my praise, 
God moves. 

3. Expand your repertoire by 
exploring a genre new to you. 
In	2020	I	wrote	my	first	faith-based	
romantic short story. It didn’t win the 
contest I entered. But I learned that 
I could grow as a writer, and it has 
prompted me to explore other genres. 

4. Repurpose and extend your work 
by going audio or visual. 
You have poured out your heart and soul 
onto paper. Think about how many more 
people you can reach by making use of 
technology. 

Believe in your heart 
that God wants you 
to stand tall in His 
wide open spaces…
and your world will 
expand beyond your 
wildest dreams. 

Standing Tall
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A Pandemic Mosaic Story
By Charity Mongrain

A Writer's Bag of Tricks
By Eleanor Bertin

Eleanor Bertin is 
a wife of nearly 40 
years, mom of 7, 
and Oma to 9. She 
writes in Central 
Alberta and is the 
author of a memoir 
and three novels 
in The Ties that 
Bind series. www.
eleanorbertinauthor.
com, Read with E's 
Facebook Group. 

Charity Mongrain, Follower of Jesus, Seeker of Truth, 
Writer of Psalms, Sharer of Stories, Finder of Funny.
Reach out & start a conversation @charitymongrain.ca 

I lost my job in May; it was gone in the course of a 
conversation. Just like that, my world came crashing 
down. Very few things made sense; I felt broken. You may 
recognize that feeling. 

 It sent me back to one of my favourite chapter, Jeremiah 
18. Here God uses an object lesson with a potter and some 
clay,	fixing	it	as	he	thought	best.	I	am	always	comforted	
by this picture of God’s sovereignty in the middle of an 
uncertain world.  
 
Great,	it’s	only	a	matter	of	time,	and	all	this	will	be	fixed,	my	
life, a new job, this “C thing” will be over. And time passed…
nothing changed. I found more broken pieces.  

 Perhaps the change will come with the changing of the 
season, I thought. NOPE. Maybe if I try something new, I 
will get a different result. But more fractured pieces kept 
coming to the surface. 
 
I kept collecting these broken pieces until John 10:10 came 
to mind. The latter half is where I found hope. Jesus said, 
“I have come that you might have life in all its fullness.” 
(Berean Study Bible) 

 I took each broken piece, laid them at Jesus’ feet, and said: 
“You can have this hurt and this disappointment, and I’ll give 
you my grief, and fear and pain.”  

 One by one, by one, I laid them all bare to Him. They just 
looked like a messy pile at His feet until I had taken a few 
steps away.  

 The Mosaic took shape; as I laid my brokenness down, 
Jesus rearranged the pieces until they spelled FREE. When 
I was too close to my brokenness, I could not see clearly, 
but in the hands of the Sovereign One—He always makes 
something beautiful out of brokenness.  

Pity poor Jane Austen. How many drafts of “It is a truth 
universally	acknowledged…”	did	she	toss	into	the	fire	
before it became the beloved and memorable line it is 
today? 

Yet out of hen-scratched and overwritten copy, through 
writer’s cramp, and wasted ink and paper, a literary 
masterpiece was born. How did she manage without 
today’s technological tools and access to information? Pity 
gives way to admiration, astonishment even.  

I rely heavily on my Scrivener program. Besides the 
wondrous	paper-saving	benefits	of	typing	and	ease	of	
correcting/editing, Scrivener stores my various works-in-
progress,	fiction	or	non.	It	sets	up	my	chapter	summaries	
on 3x5 cards on a corkboard for easy order rearranging. I 
can colour-highlight the cards to keep track of plot or POV 
variations. And most importantly, it saves my sanity. More 
than once I have accidentally deleted a whole chapter. But 
dear old Scrivener has automatically saved and compiled 
my	work	into	a	Word	document	zip	file.	Whew!	

I recommend Scrivener to everyone, especially new 
writers who aren’t yet stubbornly attached to some lesser 
program.	☺︎	

Today we are blessed with a second tool—the Internet. 
In college, in the 80s, I was admonished, “write what you 
know.” Jane Austen and Lucy Montgomery did, and they 
were brilliant.  

But the trope of an aspiring writer’s life has been done to 
death. With the Internet I can write about anyone in any 
time or place. For my current novel, partly set in Nigeria, 
I’ve used You-tube videos showing daily life there, Google 
satellite maps, -- local news, information, and advertising. I 
need	only	fill	in	the	smells	and	sensations.	

These tools are a Godsend that allow Christian writers to 
“redeem the time because the days are evil.” Let us use 
them for His glory. 
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by Ricki Siemens

There’s a saying that goes, “Education 
is never wasted.” For millennials, my 
generation, it became a mantra for all those 
who went to university and didn’t get a job 
out of it. So what did you get out of it? You 
had to create a story to justify it to yourself.

This is my story.

I was going to become a teacher. I had my 
two years of pre-requisite classes done, and 
I went in to tell the English department, “It’s 
been great, but I’m switching out to the 
College of Education.”

They were stunned. They knew me by name. 
They said I was about to win a big scholarship 
for my third year. It sounded tempting. I said, 
“But what job can you get with an English 
degree?”

They gave me a pamphlet. A printed 
page, double-sided, listing many jobs. For 
instance, it said that companies needed 

editors for their official correspondence, 
such as newsletters. (Was this true once? 
I feel that as a society, we are more 
comfortable than ever with misspellings and 
grammatical errors, perhaps due to sloppy 
texting and quick emails.)

They were earnest about my career 
prospects. I believed them. To be fair, it was 
2006. They couldn’t have seen the recession 
coming and the damage it would do for 
writing and editing jobs, which are easy to 
cut when times are hard.

In June of 2010, I graduated with a 
Master’s degree in English. I had won that 
scholarship, and more. While more than 
half of Canadian graduates leave university 
in debt, which can amount to tens of 
thousands of dollars, I actually came out 
ahead. Amazingly, my scholarships, graduate 
fellowship, and the jobs I worked for the 
English department actually made more 
money than I spent in tuition and textbooks. 
Incredible!

But there were other costs.

To get that high honors degree, I had to put 
aside everything I liked about my own work. 
My own ideas didn’t matter—to get the 
marks, it was far more effective to parrot 
back the prof’s ideas. I didn’t enjoy writing, 
nor the material I wrote about; out of 
dozens of works that I was assigned to read, 
I can only remember a few that I actually 
liked. Although I majored in English and 
minored in Art because I believed I loved 
those subjects, somehow university sucked 
all the fun out of them and made them just 
a job. Nose to the grindstone, I powered 
through.

After my degree, I added it up: in those 
five years, I wrote around 126,800 words 
(around 500 pages). An extraordinary 
amount.

I recycled those papers. The art I made 
for my classes was never hung on a wall. 
None of it had mattered—not to me, not to 
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anyone. I hadn’t been doing a job where the 
work was for a useful cause. The mark was 
the cause. The education itself.

What did I get out of it?

I used to write stories. I used to draw, make 
art. I was a creative person. But I put all of it 
aside for five years, and when I tried to put 
it back on, it didn’t fit anymore. Like I had 
grown out of it. My passion had vanished. It 
was months before I could even read a book 
for pleasure. I was burned out.

I can’t help but wonder, what if I had spent 
those five years working some day job, and 
with all that creative energy still my own, 
written a novel in my spare time, painted 
my own artworks? I would love to see a 
parallel dimension where I followed my 
passions! Now I didn’t have the time or 
energy. For the next few years, I bounced 
from job to job. During the work week I was 
a shipper/receiver, then an admin assistant, 
then a dispatch coordinator, all while 
waitressing on the off days and with a tiny 
bit of freelance editing work on the side. I 
was married now and we needed to build 
a down payment. (My husband had just 
graduated from the College of Education 
and was now a new substitute teacher, 
which also did not pay well.) During slow 
waitressing hours, I finally started to get 
back into writing, working up novel ideas… 
but that all went out the window when we 

had kids. Four kids, really quickly, because 
(by now it should be obvious) I’m an 
overachiever.

My kids are still little, so once again there’s 
no time and energy left for personal 
projects. But I channel my love of English 
into reading to my kids and buying an 
alarming amount of cheap secondhand 
books for them. At seven years old, my 
twin girls didn’t fall far from the tree—
noses in chapter books all day and always 
drawing and creating art. They have already 
written and illustrated many of their own 
books, made from stapled quires of printer 
paper. Their fresh passion is delightful. It’s 
something I want to treasure, nurture, and 
protect—and that’s a big part of why I’ve 
chosen to homeschool them.
With a master’s degree and some 
experience teaching at the university level, 
I feel pretty qualified to teach my kids. 
I also have the support of a wonderful 
husband, who has a teaching degree and 
plenty of experience. (He is still a substitute 
teacher after 8 years of trying to get a 
contract, so it turns out that the College 
of Education wasn’t an easy career path 
either.) We also know how not to teach 
our kids, and we’ll be careful to steer them 
around the pitfalls of our own education.

I’m excited to nourish their passions and 
help them grow. In our house, we will be 
careful to spend more time creating than 

consuming, so we never get out of touch 
with our own creativity. We like to get school 
subjects out of the way in the morning and 
spend the whole afternoon on our own 
pursuits. I already buy my kids all kinds of 
books, and when they’re ready, I’ll buy them 
good art materials. And if they’re deeply 
interested in science, music, or something 
else that isn’t my bailiwick, I’ll find ways to 
help them pursue that subject to the depth of 
their interest.

Here at home, where we have freedom to 
learn whatever we want, at whatever pace we 
choose, I feel that love of learning reigniting 
in my own heart. My life isn’t easy, it’s full of 
day-to-day mishaps and mundane chores, yet 
I have to admit that I feel more fulfilled than 
ever before. And I am enjoying being able 
to do a bit of freelance editing on the side. 
Finally, it feels like all the pieces are falling 
into place.

I will teach my kids that they should only go 
to university if necessary, if that’s the next 
step in pursuing a career they feel passionate 
about. But on the other hand, I will teach 
them that if their story doesn’t go the way 
they wanted or expected, that’s not the end 
of the story.

We have to keep that love of learning all our 
lives, nurture it, and keep writing our life’s 
story. We’re all in progress, and that’s okay.

God doesn't makes sense!

He's so holy that the Seraphim can't even look at Him, and have to 
cover themselves with their wings. And yet ....

He touched the dirt, drew in it with His finger, and so released a 
'sinner'. He touched the 'unclean' lepers. He didn't recoil from the 
smell of the stable, or the 'dirtiness' of natural birth. He came into 
contact with 'unclean' spirits. He says He embraces the Prodigal, 
physically reeking from swine muck; soul sullied by selfishness and 
'high' living. He had to wipe his nose and bum like the rest of us. He 
was drawn to 'publicans and sinners'. He became our sin so that we 
could wear His righteousness as our own. Today!

He didn't stop half way. He rolled up his sleeves and got dirty, well 
and truly dirty.

No, God doesn't make sense to our brains, our perspectives, our 
sensibilities. But that's Who He is: the God Who is closer than our 
very breath. Immanuel. Comforter. Redeemer. Saviour. Shepherd. 
He's walking in my shoes today, in my very socks and underwear. He 
feels my feelings before I do. He knows my worries. He carries my 
cares. Yet, He's completely other. Totally holy.

Lord, make me like You! Give me Your heart. Let me run toward the 
outcast, the rejected, the nobodies with open arms of welcome. Even 
those I disagree with. Even those who reek, whether physically or 
morally. I'm nothing like you, Lord, but I want to be. Be free to muck 
my heart out. Renew me in your beautiful, holy, humble image!

Ezra Noble is a Canadian writer who loves Jesus and lives a truly 
reclusive introverted life serving those who appear on his path.

The Holy One with Dirty Hands
By Ezra Noble
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 By Steph Beth Nickel

October 31, 2020, 10:00 PM 

The Plan 

During National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo), write 
50K words of a Christian fantasy novel in third person 
from the adult male and female protagonists’ points of 
view. Base the story on a simple two-page outline. 

BUT … something wasn’t quite right. 

8:00 AM on November 1, 2020 

The Epiphany 

Write	the	story	from	the	princess’s	POV	in	first	person.	
Reveal her backstory as she discovers it. Write for a YA 
audience. 

And because I had The Epiphany, I was able to write 
10K	words	in	the	first	two	days	of	November.	(Don’t	be	
too impressed. It took me the rest of the month to write 
another 30K words.) 

So, what am I learning about writing fantasy? 

1. You may be a plotter, but because I’m not, I’ve long 
considered	fantasy	and	sci-fi	beyond	me—if	I	wanted	
to continue as a pantser, what some call “a discovery 
writer.” (I love that!) However, I’ve learned that 
having even a brief outline can be enough to inspire 
me to dive in and discover how the story is going to 
unfold.  

2. It’s	important	to	accept	the	fact	that	the	first	draft	
of a novel will likely need extensive revisions. As a 
pantser, I have given myself permission to surprise 
myself, to let the characters and the storyline take 
me on a journey. And in fantasy, that journey can be 
especially surprising. 

3. While it’s recommended to send our inner editor on 
vacation	when	we’re	writing	our	first	draft,	there	were	
some things I didn’t want to forget. So, I created 
a second Word doc to jot down character names, 
place names, and other details and ideas I wanted 
to	remember	when	it	came	time	to	do	my	first	set	of	
revisions. 

4. The Internet makes naming characters and places a 
lot of fun. I discovered indifferentlanguages[dot]com 
and have used it to select various names that can be 
easily pronounced but look exotic. I’ve even engaged 
in some wordplay. For example, there is a family in 
my story whose last name is Wright. Their names in 
English? Seldom, Rarely, and Never. <grin> 

5. I’m learning a lot about pacing as I go. Since 

fantasy is typically 75-100K, the story can’t progress at a 
breakneck speed from beginning to end. Readers need 
time to catch their breath. 

6. As	with	any	project,	I	find	accountability	and	working	
alongside	my	fellow	creators	keep	the	juices	flowing.	
That’s why I love participating in NaNoWriMo and Camp 
NaNo (in April and July). (I also participate in online write-
alongs in other groups regularly.) 

Of course, I’m learning much more than this, but these are 
some of the highlights. 

And speaking of highlights, I’d like to share the opening of 
Rule and Reign—at least as it is for now. 

“Time to wake up, Unita. Today’s the day you officially 
become the Princess of Betria.” 

My grandmother’s voice cuts through the fog of sleep. I sit up 
and stretch. A smile spreads across my face. Orphan or not, 
I will finally have a voice. No one will acknowledge my Arrival 
Day. But now I’m seventeen and everything will change. 
Before my father died, four years ago, he said my mother 
would want me to know the day the world became a brighter 
place. 

“Unita, a princess must learn to rule with a stern hand. There 
will be no ridiculous grinning when I present you to the 
council.” 

“But, Grandmother—” 

 Council Lead Sila Jumalik did not smile. Maybe it was 
because her son had died too soon and left her to raise me, a 
non-person until this very day. Still, I have my suspicions that 
she has never smiled. Certainly, she has never laughed. I 
can’t even imagine it—and I have a great imagination. 

Steph Beth Nickel is a 
freelance editor, an author, 
and a blogger. (She is also 
a labour doula.) Steph is 
working with her coauthor, 
Paralympian Deb Willows, on 
a follow-up to Deb’s award-
winning memoir, Living 
Beyond My Circumstances. 
You can contact Steph at 
nurtureandinspire.com 
To join her Editing Tips 
Facebook group, answer 
the questions here: https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/418423519384351
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By Tracy Krauss and Ruth L. Snyder

We recently attended the Bestsellers Marketing University 
with Adam Houge. It was a free three-day event where 
Adam promised to give us insight into some of the recent 
changes on Amazon. Along with the information, Adam 
encouraged us to network and colloborate, reminding us, 
"You	are	one	connection	away	from	your	next	bestseller."	
Here is some information on Kindle Vella, one of the recent 
additions Amazon is testing.

Kindle Vella is a new and very exciting opportunity for 
authors which takes advantage of the trend toward shorter, 
serialized work. The release date was still unknown at 
the time of this writing and some of the details may have 
changed. However, what I do know sounds very promising 
indeed! Basically, Kindle-Vella is a way to publish one 
‘episode’ or chapter at a time. The entire ‘series’ can be as 
long as you like, but each episode should be between 600 
to 5,000 words. 

The	first	few	episodes	are	free	for	readers,	but	then	they	
must use tokens to ‘unlock’ the rest. One token is needed 
for every 100 words and tokens are sold in bundles. 
Authors earn a 50% royalty on tokens, although there may 
be other incentives based on reader engagement. ‘Faves’ 
and ‘Thumbs Up’ are used instead of stars and reviews. 
Another cool feature is that Authors can leave notes for 
further engagement with readers. 

The content guidelines state that a work can be published 
elsewhere in a similar serialized format (presumably 
Wattpad) but cannot be published in any other format or 
be published as a complete book. Read the guidelines 
for yourself if that sounds confusing! If you ever want to 
compile the episodes into a complete book, you would 
have to unpublish them from Kindle-Vella. Also, one cannot 
unpublish previous work and break it down into short 
episodes to be republished using Kindle-Vella. These 
guidelines may shift with time, but it still sounds quite 
exciting. 

How do authors publish on Kindle Vella?
The Beta version of Kindle Vella is “only available to 
KDP publishers who reside in the US to publish stories 
in English.” Episodes may either be named or titled by 
number. You can either type your episode directly into 
the online Kindle Vella editor or use a Microsoft Word 
document. Kindle Vella only supports basic formatting like 
bold, italics, underlines, and normal text.

What details are required to publish an episode? 
An episode title is optional. You will be required to enter 
the	first	and	last	name	of	the	author,	a	description,	a	
square image (1600 x 1600) in jpg or tiff format, up to two 
categories, and up to seven tags.

How many episodes should be published at once?
Kindle Vella recommends publishing 5-10 episodes initially. 
Other episodes which belong to the same story may 
be scheduled to go live on a particular date. Scheduled 
episodes become available at midnight EST.

How are royalties calculated?
(Number of tokens to unlock episode) x (Token bundle price 
divided by Tokens in bundle minus Taxes and fees) x (50% 
revenue share) = Earnings per episode
Sample token prices: $1.99 for 200 tokens; $4.99 for 525 
tokens; $9.99 for $1100 tokens.

How will readers find content on Kindle Vella?
Authors may include up to seven tags for each story as 
well as two categories. The tags may NOT include title or 
contributor information or words like “best,” “new,” “story,” 
“Kindle Vella.” 

Want to learn more? Watch https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VjBoQrFgOms&t=43s

Tracy Krauss 
is President of 
InScribe, an 
award winning 
author, artist, 
playwright, speaker, 
teacher, mother, 
grandmother, and 
pastor’s wife – not 
necessarily in that 
order! Find out 
more at https://
www.tracykrauss.
com/

Ruth L. Snyder is 
Past-President of 
InScribe, an author, 
international speaker, 
writing coach, mother, 
and grandmother. One 
of her clients says Ruth 
makes the seemingly 
impossible seem 
possible.  Find out 
more at https://www.
ruthlsnyder.com/
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Connecting the Pieces: Embracing Diversity 
by Lorilee Guenter

As I progressed, or tried to progress, from 
asking questions to executing ideas, I faced a 
block. Over and over I heard that success is 
equivalent to specialization. The advice came 
in many forms with the most common being: 
find your niche and work within it. Because I 
am curious about almost everything, I found it 
impossible to choose a niche to focus on. I have 
not built the in-depth expertise in any one field. 
This raises the question for me, "Is expertise 
in one field necessary or is competency across 
multiple areas beneficial? 

I have tried over the years to choose one area 
to focus on. It does not work for me but leads 
to discouragement and even boredom. My 
writing becomes flat and disconnected, my art 
rubbish. The spark is absent. In the midst of 
growing frustration, I quit. I have quit so many 
times I lost count. 

Not everyone advises finding a niche but many 
do. A number of years ago, during a prayer 
time at a Christian writer's retreat, my prayer 
partner encouraged me to consider the value 
of the generalist. She pointed me to examples 
from history. Across a number of disciplines we 
find examples of people who built competency 
and then excellence in numerous areas. Some 
examples include da Vinci, Marie Curie, and 
Issac Asimov. Da Vinci was an artist and an 
inventor whose studies in anatomy and optics 
changed art. His studies in geology, motion, 
engineering, and hydrodynamics informed 
his sculpture, architecture and invention of 
machines. Curie won a Nobel Prize in both 
physics and chemistry. Asimov published 

something in every major category of the 
Dewey Decimal System. He had no books 
published that were categorized in the 
100s (philosophy and psychology) but did 
have essays in those fields. Wow!  

These examples can intimidate those who 
follow. Intimidation leads to paralysis. 
However, the examples of the past need 
not intimidate. God knit us together (Psalm 
139:13-14) for a purpose He prepared 
in advance for us (Ephesians 2:10). He 
asks that we live out what He created for 
us not what He created others for. Each 
person has their own place in the body 
(1 Corinthians 12). It is an act of worship 
to use the skills, the interests, and the 
personality He gave us. For some, that 
will mean digging deep into one topic, 
or one style of writing. For others it will 
mean a form of generalization that makes 
connections between diverse ideas and 
helps build bridges of communication 
across the specialties.  

 I continue to research, to study, and to 
contemplate this issue. I have looked at 
historic and contemporary examples. Some 
artists move between multiple styles of 
painting and even two dimensional and 
three-dimensional work.  Each inspires 
and informs the others like a conversation 
among friends. Perhaps some writers 
also experience a conversation as they 
move between their various interests and 
creative outlets. 

The debate will continue. The call to 
focus is loud. Focus is necessary. Study 
is necessary. I believe competency 
is necessary and comes from study, 
formal or informal, in the fields of 
interest. However, in my opinion, 
there is a place for the generalists in 
the world of specialists. Following 
God's design for our lives is the 
most important consideration of all. 
Through prayer and meditation on His 
word, we will each find our place and 
our style. Whether we specialize or 
not, we need to embrace the diversity 
that comes from a community of 
individuals.  

Lorilee Guenter is a writer and artist 
living in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
She finds herself wondering how her 
interest in the maths and sciences led 
to working with words and paint. It's 
one of many plot twists in the story of 
her life.

 It is an act of worship to use the skills, the interests, and the 
personality He gave us. For some, that will mean digging deep into 
one topic, or one style of writing. For others it will mean a form of 
generalization that makes connections between diverse ideas and helps 
build bridges of communication across the specialties.
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A Secondary Income Source from 
Access Copyright 

by Sheri Hathaway
When photocopiers first appeared in offices in 1956, Xerox 
never dreamed the extent to which people would take the 
innovation. Our species should have been named Homo 
copiers, not Homo sapiens. The scanner followed in the 1980s, 
then cell phones with cameras and yes, there is an app for 
that—the scanner app. The copying and sharing of the written 
word in public places has reached blizzard proportions. People 
realized that copying publications to share with students and 
other groups for use in lessons and presentations, eliminated 
the need to buy the book, magazine, or newspaper from which 
it was taken.  

Beginning in 1986, a group of Canadian writers and publishers 
banded together to negotiate with the government regarding 
fair compensation for the use of publications copied for 
classrooms and board rooms. Originally called Cancopy, the 
organization changed its name to Access Copyright in 2002.  

On April 22, 2021 they reported in an email update to 
members, “Since the changes made to the Copyright Act in 
2012, including adding education as an allowable purpose 
under the “fair-dealing” exception, Canadian authors, visual 
artists and publishers haven’t been compensated for the 
copying of their works by educational institutions. Per year, the 
education sector copies over 600 million pages from books, 
newspapers, and magazines without fair compensation to 
creators.1” 

Access Copyright collects funds to be distributed to creators 
through a license with schools, universities, libraries, 
businesses, and government agencies that states a fee for 
using copied material in their daily processes.  

To receive this revenue, writers register as affiliates of Access 
Copyright at no cost to them. This November, payment 
for work published in 2019-2020 is distributed to anyone 
registered by 2020. Register your account with Access 
Copyright at https://www.accesscopyright.ca/creators/  

Proverbs 3: 27: Do not withhold good from those to whom it 
is due, when it is in your power to act.  

It Takes a Village to Market a Book 
By Tracy Krauss

Marketing. Just the word alone itself causes frustration, confusion, and 
even immobilizing fear. Is it insecurity or just plain overload?  

 I’m not sure, but we’ve all heard (or used) the following excuses:  

 “I’m not good at promoting myself. It feels like bragging.” Or, “How 
much money should I spend? Wait, I don’t have any money to spend!” 
How about, “I just want to write! I spend so much time marketing I 
don’t have time to write anymore!” Then there’s, “I can’t be bothered. 
I’ll just let God look after my book’s success.”  

Listen friends, like it or not, all of the above may be how you feel about 
the topic, but it doesn’t erase the fact that times have changed. The 
reality for writers, even well-known authors with agents and big-money 
book deals, is this:  Every author is expected to do some marketing. It’s 
life in the 21st century.  

So what is a writer to do? I could start by saying you should seek the 
advice of others, but the other 21st century reality is that there are 
lots (and I mean LOTS) of so called experts out there who are willing 
to help you, but often the costs are beyond the payback. (Often their 
guaranteed methods really don’t deliver. There are scammers a-plenty, 
so writer-beware!) It’s an overwhelming sea of advice that can be 
difficult to navigate.  

Instead, my advice is to seek out FRIENDS who have gone before and 
ask them what worked for them. What do they recommend? Whom do 
they trust? 

It’s why being part of a community like InScribe is so important. Others 
in our group have made mistakes, some of them costly, but have also 
learned some very valuable lessons. It’s why we need to connect with 
each other, not just when it comes to the writing process, but also 
when it comes to questions about ‘next steps’ such as marketing. 
Authenticity and trust go a long way. Not everything will work for 
everyone, but sharing our trials and triumphs is valuable for everyone 
involved. It really does take a whole village to ‘raise’ (or in this case 
market) a book. 

 My final advice? Don’t try to do it all. You can’t do it all. Take baby 
steps, but take steps. Don’t just sit there because you don’t like 
marketing. Find a friend and take the journey together. 

Sheri Hathaway is a 
freelance writer and 
watercolour artist 
living in Saskatoon. She 
writes historical pieces 
focusing on farm and 
family life. Her writing 
has been published in 
the Western Producer, 
Neighbourhood Express, 
Freelance magazine 
and others. Her online 
home is sherihathaway.
com and on Facebook at 
Author Sheri Hathaway.

Tracy Krauss is President of 
InScribe, an award winning 
author, artist, playwright, 
speaker, teacher, mother, 
grandmother, and pastor’s 
wife – not necessarily 
in that order! Find out 
more at https://www.
tracykrauss.com/
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 By Carol Harrison

The writing journey does not end with publishing your book. The 
intimidating, at least for many writers, area of marketing and 
promotion still looms ahead and needs to be done by authors. 
We try to discover the best mix of media releases, social media 
spots, and book launches.  

The present restrictions make in-person book launches 
impossible and offer a ready-made excuse to those, like myself, 
who struggle with marketing books. We have a pause button to 
hit, but should we? I believe the same imagination and drive to 
write and publish a book can now help us develop marketing 
strategies involving new ways to launch our books.  

Here are a few styles of virtual book launches in which I have 
participated.   

Facebook Event: By creating an event on Facebook for your 
book launch, the opportunity exists to invite friends to join you 
no matter where in the world they live. Use the book cover’s 
image as the banner. Create posts each day, for a week, including 
quotes, background on writing the book, or the characters in it. 
Ask questions to engage your followers. At the end of the week 
you can do a random prize draw for all who have participated. 
Jan Dick has used this format for her two Happenstance novels 
with followers from a variety of locations in North America. By 
making the event shareable, your friends can also invite others 
not on your own friends’ list and increase how many hear about 
your book.   

 Facebook Live: Another option is a Facebook live recording for 
your launch. You can invite others, share some posts leading up 
to the event or post reminders as it approaches. The audience 
has the option of watching live or the recording at their 
convenience. The author can continue to check comments and 
answer questions of those that watched the recording. During 
the video, authors can read excerpts of their book, answer 
questions, and also have a prize draw if they choose to. Inscribe 
Press’ Easter: Stories & More anthology used this live format, 
hosted by Tracy Krauss and Ruth L. Snyder and included author 
readings and prize draws. Anticipation built with a number of 
posts leading up to the event. Having a helper to watch the 
comments during the live portion is very helpful.   

Zoom launch: For this type of book launch, the author sets up a 
Zoom meeting and invites attendees, giving them a link by private 
message. Carolyn Wilker used this method to launch of her book, 
Sophie and the Giant Boy, published by Angel Hope Publishing. 
This invitation-only event allowed for a known audience, 
including children, who listened to this picture book and saw 
the illustrations. It also allowed two-way communication. The 
disadvantage is timing for the audience unless it is also recorded.   

You Tube: Create your own You Tube channel. Add videos where 
you reveal your cover. A video taped book launch can be added 

as well. You can do readings, answer general questions about why 
this book at this time or what comes next in your writing.  

 Combinations: I have used a combination, with a Facebook Event 
ending with a live portion of the launch for three books. This 
reached a large audience from a large distance.   

In-person book launches are unavailable to authors at this time, 
but the world is at our fingertips. Check out what other authors are 
doing with virtual book launches, combine things from this list, or 
use your imagination. Take a step out of your comfort zone and go 
to market virtually in a method that works for you. 

Carol Harrison enjoys telling stories 
both orally and in writing much 
more than the marketing of books 
even though she knows they go 
hand-in-hand. She has tried virtual 
book launches and attended some 
done by other author’s and enjoys 
the interactions with others. Come 
hang out in Carol’s Corner at www.
carolscorner.ca 

WRITING THROUGH THE SEASONS
  by Sue Carloni

              Winter
Cold wind whips up words
Fingers frozen to my pen
Ink melts like snowflakes

  Spring
Warm rain mingles with the ground
Muddy words squish between wriggly toes
Forming a story

  Summer
Sunshine warms the earth
Deep within the ground words sprout
Bursting into prose

                 Fall
Wind blows through my mind
Thoughts swirl like airborne leaves
And words land on paper
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Explore. Dream. Discover
By Tandy Balson

If you’re anything like me, self-promotion is 
near the top of your “Things I Don’t Like to 
Do” list.  As Christian writers, we write for 
God but I’m pretty sure He isn’t supposed to 
be our only audience. 

Without promotion we are either burying 
our talents or hiding our light under a 
basket. Neither is acceptable. So, how do we 
discover ways to promote our work without 
feeling pushy? 

When I first starting writing, I was amazed 
at the supportive community I found myself 
in. Instead of being competitive, my fellow 
writers were happy to offer encouragement, 
advice, and yes, even promotion. 

I reached out to a few and was interviewed 
on podcasts and given the opportunity to 
write guest blogs. This was perfect, because 
it meant someone else was promoting me.   

The assistance in getting my name before 
new people was appreciated.  As such, I 
wanted to be able to pass this help on to 
others. When I started publishing a monthly 
newsletter, I discovered how this could be 
done.  In each edition, I feature a Canadian 
author and their latest work. Books, 
magazine articles, and blogs have been 
promoted. If you’d like to be included in this, 
contact me (tandy@timewithtandy.com) and 
we’ll see how to schedule you in.   

Search for possibilities for cross-promotion 
with other writers.  Perhaps you can join 
together with fellow authors and do a blog 
hop. There are many opportunities out 
there. If you can’t find what you’re looking 
for, maybe you can create it! 

A press release is a helpful tool for 
promotion, whether your book launch 
event is live or virtual. Once the details of 
the event are known, email a press release 
to the local papers. I’ve had papers print 
my press release, do a phone interview, 
or attend my book launch. The articles 
published have usually included pictures. 
This has helped people associate me with 
the book and brought about additional sales.  

Pre-Covid, I did some meet the author/

book signing events in stores that carried 
my books. I always had a sign-up sheet for 
my newsletter and blog. Promotion is more 
than sales; it‘s making contacts and getting 
your name in front of people.   

During these days of social isolation, I’m 
laying the groundwork for more of these 
type of events by looking for small stores 
willing to carry my books. The ones I’ve 
been successful with stock a range of locally 
produced items. I approached the owners 
and asked if they’d be interested in books 
by a local author. Consignment agreements 
have been signed and my books are on 
their shelves. This is a passive method of 
promotion right now and I hope for some 
in-person events when possible. 

Speaking events have consistently increased 
not only book sales but subscribers to 
my blog and newsletter. I also enjoy 
the interaction with the attendees and 
wondered how I could recreate this 
atmosphere on a more intimate scale. This 
required some out of the box thinking.  

I decided to hold home parties, similar 
to a Tupperware party. A hostess would 
invite friends into her home for an author 
reading and discussion. I would read various 
selections from my book and encourage 
discussion around them. We’ve had some 
lively and thought-provoking conversations. 
I would then give my hostess the choice 
of one of my books (or anthologies) and 
offer a discount on any further purchases. 
Displayed books would be available for 
general sale and hopefully someone else 
would want to host a Tea Time with Tandy. 
When promotion can be as enjoyable as 
these gatherings, I find it much easier to do. 

What subject dominates the promotional 
emails in your in-box lately? If they are like 
mine, you are being informed how to get 
more email subscribers, more social media 
followers, and more readers to your blog. 
The repetitive message is receiving more for 
yourself and moving above the competition. 
These messages lead us to striving to stand 
out from the crowd. Or we can read them 
with our transformed minds through God’s 
word. In other words, switch striving for 
serving.  

 In Romans 12:10, Paul writes, “Be devoted 
to one another in love. Honour one another 
above yourselves.” (NIV) As Inscribe 
members, opportunities arise for us to 
honour our fellow writers. We can serve our 
members through promoting their works 
with book reviews, or spreading the news 
of their Bible studies on our social media 
platforms. We can participate in blog-
hops for their latest book release, or gift a 
member’s on-line course to a friend. Paul 
continues, “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep 
your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” (11) 
By asking God how we can help our fellow 
writers, we have a chance to zealously build 
His kingdom using our gifts and talents in 
service for others.  

 When we stop striving for our own place in 
the market, we glorify God by putting others 
first. We also experience the joy of seeing 
God’s kingdom grow. We “rejoice with those 
who rejoice” (15) when seeing the impact 
our fellow writers are having in the market 
place.  We succeed in loving and honouring 
others above ourselves. So may our success 
be defined not by how much more we 
receive but by how much more we give! How 
can you honour a fellow writer today? 

Switch Striving for Serving

By Lynn Simpson
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By Steph Beth Nickel

When did you first become interested in poetry? 

To a certain degree I was always interested in poetry ― right from nursery rhymes, to the beautiful language of 
the King James version of the Bible, to the transformative song lyrics of such bands as The Beatles, The Byrds, and 
Credence Clearwater Revival. I doubt I was conscious of any of it being related to poetry at first, but that didn't prevent 
it from influencing me. I suppose a little later I would have made the connection with the Psalms, and with the skillful 
songwriters who were beginning to impact me.
 

Who were some of your favourite poets from childhood? Your teen years? Currently?

As a kid I loved the rhymes and rhythms of A.A. Milne and Dr. Seuss. Through my teen years it would have been the 
singer-songwriters, such as Bob Dylan, James Taylor, Gordon Lightfoot, Joni Mitchell, and Neil Young ― and then more 
and more I learned to love the songs of Paul Simon and Bruce Cockburn.

In recent years I have been loving the poetry of Irish poets Seamus Heaney and John F. Deane ― Canadian 
poets including Margaret Avison and Sally Ito ― and so many fine poets (primarily Americans) that I have 
had the privilege of editing for the Poiema Poetry Series. I have always been more drawn to poetry by 
Christians ― and those who otherwise engage seriously with Christianity ― because these are the poets who share my 
hunger for significant, spiritual truths. 
 

Is there a particular poet you feel has most influenced your own work?

Never just one. I seek to read all types of poetry from all types of poets ― poets from past centuries, including John 
Donne, William Blake, and Christina Rossetti ― twentieth century voices such as T.S. Eliot, R.S. Thomas, and Leonard 
Cohen ― and a significant range of today's poets, too.
 

What do you feel poetry accomplishes better than other forms of writing?

Poems, more than essays or sermons or even novels, refuse to do your thinking for you. Poetry encourages the 
participation of the reader as an essential part of what the poem is doing. Poetry is always on a voyage of discovery ― 
rather than just trying to communicate some predigested message. 
 

Who typically gravitates to poetry?

Lovers of beauty, goodness, and truth ― those who love music ― those who are open to mystery, to wrestling with 
hard truths, and are not willing to accept half-baked answers ― those who love to play with language, to try to say 
something just right  ― those who love to let their imaginations wander ― those who are more interested in reading 

D.S. Martin will be our keynote speaker at this year's InScribe Christian 
Writers' Fellowship Fall Conference. He is a Canadian poet who is Series 
Editor for the Poiema Poetry Series from Cascade Books, and is Poet-
in-Residence at McMaster Divinity College in Hamilton, Ontario. His 
books of poetry include: Ampersand (2018), Conspiracy of Light: Poems 
Inspired by the Legacy of C.S. Lewis (2013), Poiema (2008), and the 
chapbook So The Moon Would Not Be Swallowed (2007, Rubicon Press).

His poetry has appeared in many journals in both Canada and the US, 
such as Canadian Literature, Christian Century, Dalhousie Review and 
Queen’s Quarterly. He and his wife, Gloria, live in Brampton, Ontario. 
They have two adult sons.
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something beautiful than being able to say they have read it ― those who want to see the universe open up before them, rather than 
trying to reduce it so that it makes sense to them.
 
Have you seen an increase in those who are interested in reading poetry? If so, what evidence has led you to this conclusion?

I have heard that there are more poetry readings happening now (other than during Covid), and far more books of poetry are being 
published, but I have not seen any evidence to suggest that more people, generally speaking, are interested in poetry ― although that 
might be the case. 

Within the church, I sense a renaissance of interest in the arts emerging ― and that includes poetry. Christian leaders are realizing that 
intelligent believers are no longer content with shallow psuedo-rationality, but desire to experience the multifaceted dimensions of 
faith. This can be seen through higher production values in Christian magazines, the arts gaining profile at Christian universities, and 
more books about creativity and books of poetry being published by Christian publishing houses.

The best example I can think of, in this regard, is my friend Conor Sweetman. His magazine Ekstasis ― which on our side of the border 
"publishes work that slants toward the triumphant and glorious aspects of life in Christ, framed through the arts and literature" ― has 
been asked to join forces with Christianity Today. This development says so much.
 

What 21st-century poets do you feel we should keep an eye on? Why do you say this?

I have my favourites, although my taste is not the only yardstick. Among rising poets some of those who have caught my attention 
appear in my recent anthology In A Strange Land: Introducing Ten Kingdom Poets. Choosing promising poets, is unlike bands on the pop 
charts ― it's more about the long haul. Many of the poets whose work I adore, right now are older than I am; they've dedicated their 
lives to the artform and they keep growing stronger. Poets such as Luci Shaw, John F. Deane, and Sarah Klassen. There are great poets 
following in their footsteps, too. You can check out the poets I've published in the Poiema Poetry Series, and those I feature in my blog 
Kingdom Poets. Judge poets by their poetry; not by the awards they've won, or whether someone like me praises them. The best poets 
write the best poetry.
 

How do you think we can grow as writers by experimenting with poetry—even if we don’t consider ourselves poets?

The best novelists also write poetry, at least on the side. Poetry is the most finely-tuned, precise form of writing there is. By reading and 
writing poetry, writers get better at the craft of writing.
 

Do you feel we, as Christians, can reach our audience in ways we couldn’t through other writing forms?

If we respect our readers enough to let them think for themselves, and write poetry that is more interested in discerning truth than in 
preaching, we will find that we will be able to reach those who would never bother with most of the other things Christians write.

Poems, more than essays or sermons or even novels, refuse to do 
your thinking for you. Poetry encourages the participation of the 
reader as an essential part of what the poem is doing. Poetry 
is always on a voyage of discovery rather than just trying to 
communicate some predigested message. 
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Poetry by D.S. Martin. This is the title poem from Ampersand (2018, Cascade Books).
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Connecting with God and Others
By Sally Meadows

In my last column, I encouraged you 
to imagine yourself standing in the 
wide open spaces of God’s glory and 
grace, and to dream with Him about 
how you can bring His purposes and 
plans to light through your life and 
the work of your hands. When you 
fully understand that God has already 
given you everything you need to 
accomplish those plans (1 Peter 1:3-
4), the fruit in your life and in your 
work will multiply in ways you could 
never have imagined. 

God has uniquely and specifically 
designed you to be one-of-a-kind. 
He has given you gifts, talents, 
knowledge, and experience unlike 
anyone else’s. When you fully receive 
what He has already given you and 
agree and align yourself with His 
unique purposes and plans for your 
life, all heaven rejoices. 

Did you know that when you use your 
imagination to dream a big dream, 
your brain physiologically believes it 
as reality? In other words, when you 
picture yourself writing that book, 
or becoming a speaker, or securing a 
publishing contract, it WILL happen 
by God’s power and grace. 

 I can speak from experience. After 
years of being pushed down as a 
church musician, I had a dream to 
record my own original songs. God 
provided the means and opportunity 
to do it (https://sallymeadows.
com/music) in alignment with His 
purposes and plans for my life. God 
knew that I longed to be an author, 
and He laid down a pathway for 
me to write five books for children 
(https://sallymeadows.com/books). 
When I dreamed about moving to 
the east coast, He made it happen 
despite many obstacles (https://
sallymeadows.com/blog). 

 It all begins with being intimately 
connected with your Holy Father. 

Spend time with Him. Get to know 
yourself and who you are in Christ. Be 
confident in who He created you to be. 
Don’t try to walk someone else’s path or 
compare yourself to others. Keep your 
creative well filled by doing things and 
being with people that bring you life. 
Listen for His voice. And when you are 
ready to get to work, invite Him into your 
creative process: picture Him beside you, 
His hands guiding yours on your pen or 
keyboard. 

As your relationship with God deepens 
and your dreams start to take shape, the 
very nature of God will shine through 
your life and work. 

How is this connected to marketing, 
this issue’s theme? The most important 
thing as a creative is be your authentic 
self when you present yourself and your 
work to the world. If you are authentic, 
people will connect with you. And when 
they connect with you, they will want 
more of what you offer. 

It all starts with intimate connection 
with God and outflows from there. 

Social media is an effective way to share 
your story. Use your words, images, 
and videos to share who you are, your 
creative process, and what you have 
created. Being real and authentic as you 
connect with others is the cornerstone of 
successful marketing. 

Let’s look at a few actionable tips to 
improve your marketing on Instagram. 

1. Be crystal clear on who your ideal 
customer is. 

2. Craft your bio succinctly to tell that 
person who you are, what you’re 
about, and how they will benefit 
from what you have to offer.  

3. Identify three to five emotions you 
want that person to feel (e.g. peace, 
joy, inspiration) when they view your 
Instagram feed and ONLY include 
posts that support them. 

4. Create captions for your posts that 
connect.Be authentic. Make them 
about your potential client, not you. 

Questions? I invite you to reach out at 
sally@sallymeadows.com . 

 

 
After years working in the sciences, Sally 
Meadows has risen up to who God has truly 
called her to be, in Christ, through the arts—
writing, making music, doing photography, 
and crafting. Connect with Sally at https://
sallymeadows.com; https://facebook.com/
SallyMeadowsMusic; https://instagram.com/
sallymeadowsmusic; and https://instagram.
com/prairiegirlgoescoastal

"As your 
relationship with God 

deepens and your 
dreams start to take 

shape, the very nature 
of God will shine 

through your life and 
work."
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Which Writer Are You? 
By Caran Jantzen

When I was fourteen, my family went 
on a summer vacation to the beach. 
While I appreciated the unique 
scenery and family adventures, what 
I most remember about that trip was 
sitting cross-legged on the cold tile 
of the bathroom floor until one or 
two am each night frantically writing, 
while my mom, dad, and brother 
slept soundly on the other side of the 
door.  

By the end of those few nights 
away, I had amassed almost forty 
pages of handwritten narrative—the 
plot, long-forgotten to time. All I 
remember of that story was a burning 
desire to get the ideas from my head 
and heart onto paper, and I persisted 
until I happily penned, “the end.” 

Do you have a desire to write, but 
you’re not sure where to start? 
Let’s explore eight different types of 
writers, and what they write. And 
remember, you don’t have to limit 
yourself to just one type. 

Eight Common Types 
of Writers  

The Storyteller 

Like the example above of my 
younger self, many people have a 
story idea that they can’t shake. They 
write because they have a burning 
desire to do so, and it brings them joy 
to see their words accumulate on the 
page until their tale has been told.  

The Historian 

Some write to record their personal 
experiences or family history. They 
want to remember the events of the 
past, and writing their own account 
is a way to ensure that the details are 
kept clear. They may even take this 
a step further and make copies of 

their writing for each family member as a 
keepsake. 

The Wounded Healer 

Others want to write about their past, not 
to record history, but to process it. There 
are many highs and lows throughout life. 
Writing about our experiences and our 
reactions to them can help us find peace 
in the difficult experiences or difficult 
relationships we face. These writers often 
use what they’ve learned to help others 
process their pain. 

The Entertainer 

There are some that write to entertain 
others. Songs, plays, and podcasts 
are written with this in mind. While 
entertainment may not be the only reason 
these people write, bringing joy and 
laughter to others is a worthy reason in and 
of itself.  

The Philosopher 

Some write to explore the meaning of life. 
These are the philosophers among us. They 
may use poetry as a means of discovering 
purpose and meaning for themselves and 
others. They are cognizant of life’s deep 
mysteries and seek to tease apart the 
nuances of life through the written word.  

The Teacher 

Some people write to instruct or inform 
others. This type of writing could be to 
share new information, challenge readers to 
evaluate and expand their current ideas, or 
even take the shape of a how-to manual.  

The Encourager  

These writers write to offer encouragement 
to their readers. Often, these are personal 
stories of overcoming life’s difficulties, 
providing hope for others who find 
themselves in similar situations.  

 
The Worshiper 

Songs, prayers, and journal entries of praise 
and lament are sweet offerings to God. 
Sometimes these spontaneously spring 
from our lips and we later write them down; 
other times they are intentionally and 
carefully crafted. 

As you reflect on which type of writer you
are or are becoming, Paul’s challenge
to the Colossians is for you as well. “And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him”
(Col. 3:17 NIV).

Caran Jantzen is the award-winning 
author of her 2019 book, Grow. 
Cook. Eat. Share. A Memoir. She 
and her family live in Southwestern 
BC, where she enjoys gardening, 
cooking, beachcombing, and reading 
while cuddling her cat, Nugget. She 
is also a Life and Enneagram Coach 
and empowers women and men, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
to	walk	in	confidence	and	freedom	
as they discover their worth and 
identity in Christ. Learn more about 
Caran and her coaching services at 
transformyourstory.ca. 





INSCRIBE FALL CONFERENCE 2021
SEPT 30-OCT 2, 2021

Providence Renewal Centre
3005 119 Street NW

Edmonton, Alberta T6J 5R5

Fall Conference Registration Includes:
Thursday Night Mixer

Keynote Presentations
Friday & Saturday Sessions
Friday Lunch
Friday Evening Banquet

        (Individual/Guest Tickets available)

        (Guest Tickets Available)

Awards Ceremony
Saturday Lunch
Panel Discussions
Networking
Blue Pencil Sessions
Book Table Sales
Author Readings

Fall Conference Online Registration 
is open 

http://inscribe.org.fall-conference/
.

God's Word Never ChangesGod's Word Never Changes
""Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. They are new every
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 (NKJ) 

 D.S. Martin is a Canadian poet who is Series Editor for the Poiema Poetry
Series from Cascade Books, and is Poet-in-Residence at McMaster Divinity
College in Hamilton, Ontario. His books of poetry include: Ampersand (2018),
Conspiracy of Light: Poems Inspired by the Legacy of C.S. Lewis (2013), Poiema
(2008), and the chapbook So The Moon Would Not Be Swallowed (2007,
Rubicon Press).
 
His poetry has appeared in many journals in both Canada and the US, such
as Canadian Literature, Christian Century, Dalhousie Review and Queen’s
Quarterly. He and his wife, Gloria, live in Brampton, Ontario. They have two
adult sons. Keynote Speaker:

D.S. Martin

http://inscribe.org/fall-conference



